
We are looking for volunteers:  Door Greeters, Scripture Readers, 
Offering Collectors, Coffee cleanup duty. 

What a GREAT WAY to participate in the worship life of our church!
Sign up today. Sheets are at the back by the coffee.
Your help is very much appreciated. 



Burford United Church,   
Sunday, February 12, 2023, @ 10:00 a.m.

Home By Another Way

“They returned to their home by another way.” (Mt. 2:12)





Acknowledging the Land:

One: In scripture (2 Corinthians 5:17-18) it is written, “So if anyone is in 
Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, 
everything has become new!

ALL: All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, 
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation…”

One: And so today, in the spirit of truth, we remember that we gather for 

worship on lands entrusted to all by our Creator - traditional lands of the 

Haudenosaunee, Anishinaabe, and Neutral peoples,

ALL: and in the spirit of reconciliation we commit ourselves, by faith, to 

seek justice, love kindness, and to walk humbly with our God and  our 

Indigenous sisters and brothers who, as we do, call this land home.



Lighting of the 
Christ Candle



Sung Refrain: Light of Christ (Adapted from Pat Mayberry)

Light of Christ shine in and through me.

Light of Love be with me now.

Spir-it calls, bless-ing giv’n,

Light of Christ flow through me now.



Call to Worship: (Based on Matthew 5:21)

One: On a hillside people gathered, hungry to hear Jesus proclaim a word of 

life.

ALL: We have come here today hoping to hear just such a word too.

One: “You have heard that it was said…” Jesus began;

ALL: and in him ancient words received new life.

One: “You shall not do this…” declared the ancients;

ALL: “By the Spirit you shall be this…free” promised Jesus.

One: Come receive the Spirit of Life, from He who is the Word of Life, sent 

by God who is the Source of Life and from whom every blessing flows. 

ALL: Thanks be to God!



Opening Hymn: #VU299 Teach Me, God, to Wonder

1 Teach me, God, to wonder, teach me, God, to see; 

let your world of beauty capture me.

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

life be celebrated, joy you give.

2 Let me, God, be open, let me loving be; 

let your world of people speak to me.

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

life be celebrated, joy you give.



3 Let me, God, be ready, let me be awake, 

in your world of loving my place take

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

life be celebrated, joy you give.

4 Teach me, God, to know you, hear you when you speak, 

see you in my neighbour when we meet.

Praise to you be given, love for you be lived, 

life be celebrated, joy you give.



Prayer of Approach: (Based on hymn VU299)

One: Indeed, God of All, praise to you be given, love for you be lived, life be 

celebrated, joy you give!

ALL: With full and loving hearts, O God, we come to worship you this day. 

For the joys we receive in life, we praise you. For comfort given us in times 

of struggle, we thank you. For courage of faith to see beyond what is to 

what can be, we magnify you, God Most Holy.  

One: Let us, God, be open, let us loving be; from hurt and fear and 

hopelessness, O God, we pray all people may be made free.

ALL: Help us, God, be ready, let us be awake; transform, renew and enliven 

us, so in your world of loving, we, our place, may take. Amen.



The Lord’s Prayer:

ALL: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth, as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For 

thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 



Sung Refrain: 

Light of Christ shine in and through me.

Light of Love be with me now.

Spir-it calls, bless-ing giv’n,

Light of Christ flow through me now.



Wondering Time:  

Something old is new again



Hymn: #VU360 A Woman and a Coin – The Coin Is Lost

1 A woman and a coin – the coin is lost!
How much it means to her, what time and toil, 
what part it was to play in her bright dreams!
Am I that treasured coin worth searching for?
I’m found, and you rejoice!
What love! What love!



2 A shepherd and a sheep – the sheep is lost!
Far from the flock, the one in hundred cries, then, risking life, the 
shepherd’s voice and staff!
Am I that treasured sheep worth dying for?
I live, and you rejoice!
What love! What love!



3 A parent and a child – the child is lost!
The parent feeds on memories and hope, 
the prodigal on husks and one last chance.
Am I that treasured child worth waiting for?
I’m home, and you rejoice!
What love! What love!



4 Dear God, you sought us when the world was lost, 
you gave your only son at what cost; 
your spirit welcome home the tempest-tossed: 
now we can be all you were dreaming of.
We’re safe, and you rejoice!
What love! What love!



Scripture Reading: Matthew 5:21-26 (Susan Riach)

21 ‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not 

murder”; and “whoever murders shall be liable to judgement.” 22 But I say to 

you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to 

judgement; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the 

council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will be liable to the hell of fire.

23 So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your 

brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the 

altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister, and then come and 

offer your gift.



25 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on the way to 

court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge, and the 

judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you 

will never get out until you have paid the last penny.



Special Music



Sermon: A New Perspective



Hymn: #VU713 I See a New Heaven (vss. 1,3,4)

Refrain:

I see a new heaven.

I see a new earth 

as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows 

and without price goes 

to all people who abide in the land.



1 There, there on the banks of a river bright and free, 

yielding her fruit, firm in her root, 

the Tree of Life will be.

Refrain:

I see a new heaven.

I see a new earth 

as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows 

and without price goes 

to all people who abide in the land.



3 There, there where the darkness brings visions from above. 

There, where the night, bearing new light, 

reveals the promise of love.

Refrain:

I see a new heaven.

I see a new earth 

as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows 

and without price goes 

to all people who abide in the land.



4 There, there where we work with the love of healing hands.

Labour we must, true to our trust 

to build a promised new land.

Refrain:

I see a new heaven.

I see a new earth 

as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows 

and without price goes 

to all people who abide in the land.



Offering

Sung Response: 

Light of Christ shine in and through me.

Light of Love be with me now.

Spir-it calls, blessing giv’n,

Light of Christ flow through me now.



Prayers



Closing Hymn: VU649 Walk with Me

Refrain

Walk with me, I will walk with you 
and build the land that God has planned 
where love shines through.



1 When Moses heard the call of God 
he said, “Lord, don’t send me.”
But God told Moses, “You’re the one 
to set my people free.”

Refrain

Walk with me, I will walk with you 
and build the land that God has planned 
where love shines through.



2 Now Peter was a most unlikely 
man to lead the flock; 
but Jesus knew his holiness 
and he became the Rock.

Refrain

Walk with me, I will walk with you 
and build the land that God has planned 
where love shines through.



3 Young Mary Magdalene was sure 
her life could be much more, 
and by her faith she dared to let 
God’s love unlock the door.

Refrain

Walk with me, I will walk with you 
and build the land that God has planned 
where love shines through.



4 And when you share your faith with me 
and work for life made new, 
the witness of your faithfulness 
calls me to walk with you.

Refrain

Walk with me, I will walk with you 
and build the land that God has planned 
where love shines through.



Benediction

OneLicense #737493-A CCLI #8682783
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